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THE PROCLAIMER 

 

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BIGSPRING, TEXAS 
The miss ion of  F i r st  Bapt ist  Church is  to evangel ize the unsaved, d isc ip le the saved 

and nur ture a l l  church members .  

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

9 Ways to Make Christmas More Meaningful for your 

Kids (or Grandkids) 

Instead of showering your kids or grandkids with gifts that we 

all know will be collecting dust by the end of the year, take a 

look at these suggestions from blogger, Andrea Reiser.  

1. Find holiday events to attend together. Check out holiday themed 

concerts, and events in the community. You honestly don’t have to 

spend a mint to make memories over the holidays. 

2. There really is no place like home for the holidays. Pull out the 

fancy dishes and have a magical holiday meal at home on a                

weeknight. Making holiday memories doesn’t have to mean going 

somewhere. 

3. Set your family up for success. Choose wisely which events to go to. 

Kids are going to be kids and especially when then are                      

overstimulated, overexcited and saturated with sugar (as happens   

at this time of year). You’ll save yourself a lot of stress in the long 

run.  

4. Make meaningful conversations. Engage your family in solid            

topics. Ask your kids about their favorite Christmas memories             

maybe as you are driving around town looking at Christmas lights. 

You will be surprised at their answers. 

5. Dress up! It’s amazing how getting all dolled up can change any            

event from meh to memorable. You might even be able to snap a few 

pics while everyone is dressed up.  

6. Make something out of nothing. Get everyone involved in wrapping 

gifts for friends and family. Drink hot chocolate and eat cookies 

while you are curling ribbon and cutting wrapping paper. 

7. Give Thanks. As the saying goes, “Remember the reason for the               

season”. This is the time to be grateful and to count blessings.  

8. Give back. Consider visiting a nursing home or volunteering in the 

community as a family. These experiences will instill values in    
your kids and broaden their perspective on the true meaning of 

Christmas.  

 9. Live in the moment. It’s easy to get caught up in the hoopla of the 

holidays and forget to take a step back and savor the special                 

moments. The moments with family and friends will be much                

sweeter if you do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are asking FBC members to help with Mingle and Jingle in the 
following ways: 1) We need people to provide centerpieces for                

approximately 30 round tables. You may contact the church office if 
you want to help with this; 2) We need members to provide a           

Christmas “snack” (either sweet or salty) for the event. Please bring 
your snack Sunday morning or have it to the church by 5:30 p.m. Your 

participation will insure the success of this event—thanks!!! 

Our Goal is $10,000 



ACTS 1:8 OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 

                                                                                          
       
       

 
Bo Baker spoke about two youngsters who were 
dragging a large, awkward sack through the toy           
department of a store. They were making a great 
deal of noise and were getting in the way of            
customers. The manager came up, “Now boys, if      
you keep on being troublesome, Santa Claus won’t 
come to your house.” “That’s what you say,”              
responded one youngster, “Who do you think              
we’ve got in this sack?” 
 
One cannot help admiring the boys’ determination, 
but Christmas is not something you can put in a 
sack. It cannot be kidnapped or held hostage for  
the world God made. Christmas is only meaningful 
when it is shared, when it is given away. Christmas 
is for everyone…everywhere …for all times. 
(“Keeping Christmas,” Bo Baker, pp. 22-23) 
 
I agree with Bo, Christmas is only meaningful when 
it is given away. What will you give away this              
Christmas? Have you made your gift list yet? While 
choosing your gifts, remember what people need 
most cannot be bought in stores. In fact, the most 
meaningful gift you can give is a friendly telephone 
call, or a text expressing your appreciation, or an 
hour of your time. Perhaps you will choose to give            
a word of encouragement to a discouraged                 
individual, or a visit to one who is ill or homebound. 
To all, you can give a witness of your faith in Christ 
who, after all, is the reason for the season! 
 
But, what could you give to yourself? I am glad you 
asked! Celebrate Christmas with your church              
family by attending Mingle and Jingle on Sunday, 
December 10. This time of singing, worship, and            
fellowship will unwrap the joy of Christmas in your 
heart. Then, make plans to join us on Christmas Eve 
for our Candlelight Service.  
 
It is truly “better to give than to receive,” and never 
at a better time than during the season of Christmas. 
I look forward to worshipping the Lord with you this 
Sunday! 
 
Bro. Mark 

 
 
 

 

“For we are to God the pleasing aroma of                          

Christ among those who are being saved and those who                   

are perishing.”                                                 

2 Corinthians 2:15 

 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD.  Thank you once again for the love of Jesus you 
have shown to children and their families all over this world through your gifts of 
shoeboxes through Operation Christmas Child. Continue to pray that God will            
multiply the seed of your gift and the message of Jesus will grow in the child’s heart 
who has received your box. 

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, OUR GOAL: 
$10,000. Southern Baptist Churches all across North America give to the Lottie   
Moon Christmas Offering to support the work of missionaries all across the world. 
The LMCO website lists 143 projects in every corner of the earth that need funding  
in order to get the message of Jesus to the lost world.  One of these 143 projects is 
described below: 

 

 

 

Ground water draining under the buildings has created structurally compromised 
homes in this ethnic Tibetan Himalayan village. After evaluation by an environmental 
engineer last year, the villagers decided the best solution was to build curtain drains 
around the homes. Funds are needed for renting an excavator, operator, and fuel as 
well as supplies and labor for building curtain drains around the base of the homes in 
this village. This would prevent a repeat of the devastation from the 2015 earthquake 
due to surface water problems. This project will rent the excavator and pay for the 
necessary supplies to build the curtain drains. In some homes, drains will have to be 
built under the floor as curtain drains are not possible. Volunteers to help in the  
construction of the drainage system are welcome. If sufficient funds are available, 
the second consideration will be to construct proper sewage systems. The third  
consideration would be generating limited electricity for the village through a              
micro-hydro plant. The area in which this village is located is restricted access and 
very costly to enter. People in this village have had limited exposure to the Gospel. 
The goal is to create greater receptivity by physically demonstrating the love of 
Christ. Volunteers helping with this project should be in ready for physical exertion 
with no dietary problems. They should also be mature Christians - able and ready             
to share their faith and with a strong personal walk. . 

Ministry Focus 

• Evangelism efforts among people with no indigenous community of believing                                                   

Christians able to engage with church planting efforts                            

• Efforts in providing clean water 

• Evangelism efforts primarily among people in rural areas 

 

 

 

 

ONE LIFE—ONE VILLAGE 



 

 

EXTENDED SESSION  KID’S KORNER 

Dec 3: Jonathan & Rebekah Raffini 

Dec 10: Chad & Charis Myers 

Dec 17: D’Amberly Brown & Jaidyn & Carsyn 

Dec 24: No Extended Session 

Dec 31: Chad & Tamara Averette 

 

 

As the holidays approach, schedules change               
to accommodate this very busy time of year. 
Activities for children and families will be 
scattered throughout the holiday season. 
Please refer to the church calendar in the 
Proclaimer, bulletin, or on our website for 
specific meeting times.  

 

 

We will be kicking off our Wednesday Night, 
Real LYF, program on January 10th. This                
high-energy time is a great opportunity for kids 
to have fun at church. We play organized 
games and have light, topical Bible studies. 
Come join us Wednesday at 6pm for a great  
mid-week pick-me-up. 

Our Sunday Night activities will start on 
January 7th. Alan and I have partnered to make 
a great program that teaches kids about 
worshipping. So many of us think that worship 
is something that is done in the church 
sanctuary on Sunday mornings. We are 
working with kids to show them how to worship 
while leading music, drama, and playing 
instruments. Join us Sundays at 5:30 pm for a 
dynamic time of worship.  

Dec 4:  Lacee Connolly 

Dec 7: Nadon Baker 

Dec 9: Mary Kate Gabehart 

Dec 14: Malachi Daniels 

Dec 24: Ashton Connolly 

Dec 28: Korbett Worden 

Dec 31: Christian Vasquez 

Dec 3: Pete & Mandy Buske 

Dec 10: Mike & Carrie Averette 

Dec 17: Erin & Jaci Stone 

Dec 24: No Extended Session 

Dec 31: Chisom & Jaclyn Connolly 

THREE  YEAR OLDS 

BABIES THROUGH TWO YEAR OLDS 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

(HaPpY_BiRtHdAy) 

STARTING A NEW YEAR 

 Many of us make New Year’s resolutions to try 
to do better in the upcoming year. If you think 
God might be asking you to serve a more        
active role in church, let me invite you to try 
volunteering as part of our Kids’ Ministry team. 
I would love to show you the ropes of what we 
do. There are places to serve every time the 
church meets and people are needed for             
everything from teachers to greeters. There is 
no commitment required to come and check it 
out.  

HELP WANTED 



 

 

 

First Baptist Church of Big Spring 

705 W. FM 700 

Big Spring, TX 79720 

Phone:  432-267-8223 

fbcbigspring.org  
ANNOUNCEMENTS Deacons of  the Month  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Max Barr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .399-4638 

   Clem Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .263-3752 

   Jay Phinney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .263-0057 

   Mike Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 816-5997 

Phone Numbers  & E-mails 

If you have changed your 
home or cell phone or 

email address please let 
the church office know 
so we can update our 

records. 

www.fbcbigspring.org 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE               

Sunday Bible Study                        9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship         10:50 a.m. 
Handbell Rehearsal          4:30 p.m. 
Men’s Ensemble                              5:30 p.m. 
Kids’ Connection                             5:30 p.m.  
Bible Studies           5:30 p.m.      

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

Adult Bible Study          6:00 p.m. 
Adult Choir Practice         6:00 p.m.  
Real LYF                                           6:00 p.m.     
Saturate Youth                                 6:15 p.m. 

 
MISSION CENTER/ FOOD PANTRY 

Thursday, December 14th 

9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. 

We are serving approximately 55 families each month.                     
Volunteers are always needed. If you would like to volunteer, 
come at 8:30 a.m. and be blessed by this amazing ministry.  

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, Dec 17th: Church Wide Caroling 5:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

Wednesday, Dec 20th: No Service or Activities 

Sunday, Dec 24th: No Sunday School or Morning Service,                                  

Christmas Eve Worship Service 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec 27th:  No Service or Activities 

Sunday, Dec 31st: Morning Worship Service Only,                                                   

No Sunday School or Evening Worship Service 

 
 

Grief Support Group:  GriefShare                             
Your Journey from Mourning to Joy 

For those who missed the “Good Grief” Seminar, we still have 

some copies of Karen’s book, “Grief Letters” available in the church 

office. There is also a weekly grief support group called GriefShare 

that is meeting on Thursdays from 6-8 p.m. at Trinity Baptist 

Church. We have brochures in the church office or contact Vivian 

Gordon at 432.466.3583 for more information.  



 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

 

 
 
DNOW sign up is now underway.  February 9-11 is 
the date.  Sign up packets can now be picked up in 
the youth room or on the parent's info table just    
outside of the youth hall.  As a reminder, any forms 
and payments can be dropped in the white mailbox 
on the wall near parent's resource table.  This event 
is one of our best of the year.  The theme for 2018 
is "This Changes Everything". 

 

If you have not signed up for Youth Camp, you 
need to do so!  June 27-July 1 Fuge Camps at               
Glorieta, NM.  All the cost and info can be found on 
the youth page of the church website.  Also, you   
will receive a postcard in the middle of this month 
letting you know how much scholarship money your 
student has earned this fall by attending Sunday 
School and Sunday Night youth stuff. The bulk of 
the scholarship earning opportunities come by  
helping at Upward Basketball which begins               
January 6th.  If you are interested in coaching, let 
Jonathan know asap!  Students can also earn 
scholarship money by working at the concession 
stand and other game day stuff like refereeing, 
clock operators etc.  Don't miss the chance to offset 
up to 2/3 the cost of camp!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December is a wild, but at the same time, quiet 
month.  We pull back on youth ministry specific 
events as we join in all the church wide Christmas 
celebrations.  I encourage you and your family to 
attend the various events, worship services and 
special activities our church has during                    
December.  You can find each of those church wide 
events on the calendar page of this                                  
newsletter.  There will be no Sunday School on               
December 24 or 31 and no Wed night on December 
20, 27 and January 3rd.  There are a few special 
Youth Events during the month though.  90's night at 
youth on Wednesday night is January 10th!  Don't 
miss it!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Night December 3rd is our annual Youth 
Christmas party.  It will be at the church in the gym 
and snack area from 5:30-7:30pm.  Bring a $5 or 
less gag gift for our gift exchange game that is     
always a good time.  We'll eat, play and have a 
great time together on that night.  On Wednesday 
December 13th we will have our "Brain Break"   
Night at Youth.  We do this two times a year on                      
the last Wednesday of school before Christmas              
and again that last week of school.  We play some 
fun games, eat sugar and just generally don't think 

too much since you are in the middle of exams. 
 
 
 
 
 
And you are not going to want to miss Sunday 
nights in our winter semester.  The classes start 
January 21.  There will be a youth specific class and 
a class for parents.  Both of these are going to be 
amazing.  Look for lots of promo stuff coming soon!   

DNOW 

Youth Christmas Party 

& Brain Break 

YOUTH CAMP NEWS 

SUNDAY NIGHTS 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
 
 

     1 2 

3 
 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 
 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24                                25 
 

26 27 28 29 30 

 

Sunday Schedule                                
         8:00  a.m.    V.A. Ministry 
         9:15  a.m.    Media Center Opens 
         9:30  a.m.    Sunday School 
       10:50  a.m.    Morning Worship 
         4:30  p.m.    Handbell Rehearsal 
         5:30  p.m.    Kids’ Connection 
         5:30  p.m.    Sunday Night Studies 
                                Including Youth 

 

Wednesday 
Schedule 

  
        6:00 p.m.—Adult Bible Study 
     —Adult Choir  
                   —Real LYF 
 6:15 p.m.—Saturate Youth 
     

    Extended Session    
 
Babies to Two Year Olds:          Three Year Olds: 
Dec 3:    Jonathan & Rebekah Raffini                   Pete & Mandy Buske 
Dec 10:  Chad & Charis Myers          Mike & Carrie Averette 
Dec 17:  D’Amberly Brown & Girls                  Erin & Jaci Stone                                             
Dec 24:  No Extended Session Workers                                                                                    
Dec 31:  Chad & Tamara Averette                  Chisom & Jaclyn Connolly 
 
If you are unable to work your scheduled day, you will need to contact another 
volunteer and switch days. 

 

 MDO 

 MDO 

 
 

  NO  MDO 

 MDO 

 NO MDO 

NO MDO 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mission Center:                

Food Pantry  

 

 

SS Christmas Parties 

5:30 to 6:30 pm 

 

Youth Christmas 

Party (Gym/Snack 

Area) 5:30 to 

7:30 pm 

 

Mingle & Jingle            

6:00 pm in the FLC 

 LLL 

Deacon’s Meeting         
4:30 pm 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MDO 

 

  

 

NO MDO 

 

31 

6:00 pm Service Only  
No Sunday School or 

Morning Service  Office Closed 

No Activities or 
Bible Study 

Morning Services Only, 
No Sunday School or 
Evening Service or 

Activities 

Church Wide 

Caroling 

5:00pm Chapel 

Upward Referee 
Training                        
9:00 to Noon 
Dining Room 

 

No Activities or 
Bible Study 


